
A guideline for how long to study is above.  Ivy Bridge has three fundamentals with an 8 point 
attack.  Click here for a full explanation of our system. 
 
Fundamentals 
1.  Master the concepts tested 
2.  Master the strategies that beat the test 
3.  See the test through the eyes of the test architects 
 
8 Point Attack Plan for each subject 

• Global Strategies 
• Introduce Essential Material 
• Drill The Subject Matter 
• Exposure To Their Tricks 
• Specific Strategies To Beat Their Tricks 
• Be The Test Maker 
• Homework 
• Break The Block 

 
Above is the general method of Ivy Bridge Preparation.   Let's see examples by section of how the 
test tries to trick you and how we help you. 

No outside knowledge is required on the SAT 

Reading: This section is based on a variety of skill evaluations such as the ability to recognize key 

points, make generalizations from the evidence, decide what evidence supports a conclusion, consider 

the author’s intentions, extrapolate data from charts & graphs and occasionally predicting how the 

passage or author might fit into criteria outside of the passage based on its characteristics. 

 

How does the test trick you? 

The passages are not nearly as difficult as those on graduate school exams like the MCAT, GRE, 
LSAT and GMAT.  Therefore, test makers confuse the student and use his/her limited time with 
some trick questions and many types of trick answers like part-right part-wrong, true-but-unrelated, 
outside the line range of the question, too literal, too specific or too general, extreme language, and 
recycled language.   
 

 

How do we help? 

Many competitors can over a long period of time improve a student’s reading comprehension (and 
other basics)  using traditional approaches and copious repetitive drills.  Ivy Bridge will improve the 
student’s reading comprehension ability with a variety of the best methods and most efficient 
tactics.  Additionally, Ivy Bridge focuses heavily on test taking strategy.  We are the experts at 
pointing out each type of trap so that the student can systematically recognize and avoid them.  Of 
course, we also show what good answer choices look like—Must be true using broad, inoffensive, 
and/or synonymic language.  And in terms of global strategy, Ivy Bridge instructs students how to 
master the passage’s material quickly and manage the question order so the student has the time 
he/she needs to process and eliminate the trap answers, ultimately making the best selection.  
Lastly, the Ivy Bridge will guide students through the SAT questions that are not standard reading 
comprehension but based on visual data or paired questions asking about how a line in the passage 
supports another answer. 
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Here is an example of a paired question, which consists of the second question justifying the answer 
of the previous question.  If your reading comprehension is at the level of understanding why authors 
write the way they do, then these questions will generally be friendly, and on the rare occasion you 
struggle, you can use one answer to help you find the other.   
 
Answer A is a common type of trap answer called “recycling language” where the test maker takes a 
true statement or the same words found in the passage and makes an answer that either loses the 
meaning found in the passage (when they change the words around) or does not answer the 
question as in our example of question 14.   
 
Answer B has some extreme language with the word ‘all’ and it also fails because it is an example of 
the type of wrong answer Ivy Bridge calls ‘true, but unrelated’.    
 



Answer D is not mentioned at all, thus is outside of the passage, leaving us with ‘C’ which is stated 
and directly answers the question about what was Necessary (critical) to the Development.  The 
other functions and desires of architecture are subordinate to the ability to create the baths. 
 
Now we look at question 15.  Since we know Answer C is correct for 14, answer B must be correct 
and it could only have been matched with C.  However if we were to look at matching Answer A from 
both 14 and 15, we should notice a problem.  There is nothing about urban culture in the evidence 
for 15A or about a need.  This type of working backwards can be useful when the original question’s 
answer is not immediately obvious. 
 
 
 
 

 
B and D are probably true, but not demonstrated explicitly in both the diagram and passage.  C has 
extreme language Always, which is nearly Always wrong.  A is stated in the passage and 
represented on the diagram and also uses the soft language (non-extreme or offensive) of usually. 

 

 

 

Writing: 

This section primarily tests a students’ knowledge of the rules of English grammar.  Although 

secondary, their ability to make stylistic decisions as well as their reading comprehension and 

graphical interpretation skills will be assessed.  There are many rules tested, but certain rules are 

challenged far more than others.  In addition to the knowledge of grammar, there are of course tricks 

that the test makers use.  Two of the most popular are relying on a colloquial fault and changing the 

meaning of the sentence. 

How does the test trick you? 
 



The Writing section employs many tricks, the primary two of which are playing on what sounds 
correct to the test taker when spoken but is not correct grammatically and separating the tested 
concept from what is important with long, irrelevant information.  Additionally, the test uses idioms, 
spelling errors (diction), graphs, reading comprehension and almost completely correct answers to 
trap students.  
 
How do we help? 
 
Ivy Bridge ensures that students know all the tested grammar rules, the frequency of each and how 
to recognize when certain rules are tested.  We expose them to every type of style question—
including the visual information problems—and explain how to tackle edit these properly.  Of course, 
there are strategies for elimination such as when two answers are essentially the same or which 
kinds of answers to favor when asked how an author perceives his/her piece: to change, 
add, subtract or make a point.  For example 
 
 

 

I want the below paragraph to appear like the one above with the grey background numbers next to the 

underlined word and the font etc.; note the changes I made. 

[1] At the Department of Corrections, however, Amanda learned about prisoners’ rights. [2] Or, by the 

same token, when was the use of force appropriate from the officers? [3] There is a clear provision in 

the Constitution that prohibits “cruel and unusual punishment.” [4] The meaning of these four words     

were nowhere more ambiguous than in penitentiaries. [5] Each of the prisoners within these walls had 

been convicted of a crime and was now paying they’re debt to society, but how could a government 

ensure that the place would deliver the “reform” in a reformatory or the “penitence” in a penitentiary? 



 

 

 

See how I did the ACT one.  Have a link between the two that reads “See more types of tricks that are on 

this test as well as the SAT/ACT (depending on the page) 

 

7.   

5. Notice the filler between the subject and verb.  The verb is not an action verb, making it harder to 

recognize.  While A, B, and C are different in terms of tense, they are identical in terms of 

plural/singular.  If tense isn’t the issue (it’s not) then there is only one choice (D).  

6.  Colloquially, it sounds good as written.  But even if we know that ‘they’re’ is wrong, we still have two 

more spellings to choose from.  And again, the word ‘prisoners’ is plural, so it sounds good to have a 



plural.  The test makers know that.  But ‘Each’ is the key word, and it is always singular.  The answer, is 

D.  

7.  Do not always assume that something needs to change.  This question is an example of a style 

question, where reading comprehension is tested.   

 



 

Please remove the number 44 from the end of the paragraph. 



 

  43. The SAT also has reading comprehension and graphical interpretation on its Writing section.  The 

answer is A because the bat’s trajectory follows the signals given by the moth.  Also, in general, avoid 

silly answers like C or extreme/outside answers like D. 

Math 

 The questions at the beginning of this section test basic math knowledge with few tricks.  The 
middle ones also test basic math knowledge, yet with many tricks.  The end of the section has the 
hard questions which are difficult due to tricks, higher level math concepts tested and time 
consumption.   
 
How does it trick you? 
 
Answers that are correct if a common careless error is made, have a lot of vocabulary and wording 
in the question, misdirection in what the question is asking for and misleading figures (usually not 
drawn to scale). 
 
How do we help? 
 
Many students who are great at math still miss easy or medium questions because of the trap 
answers; the student knows the basic math required from the question but then falls for the trick built 
into the question, answers or both.  Ivy Bridge not only teaches how to avoid the traps, but also how 
to minimize the time it takes to answer the questions by looking at the questions strategically (big 
picture) first and eliminating wrong answers.  
 
 
 
 

 



 

This doesn’t even look like a Math problem!  Which in a way, is good because you cannot use your 

calculator nor would you want to.   

This problem found in the math section probably is unlike any you have seen in a math class as well as a 

science class (and no, this is not the type of problem found on the ACT science).   

The trap here is to waste your time rather a tricky answer or tricky question.   

Let’s read carefully, especially about what the equation describes.  It is for an amount so we can 

eliminate anything with time.  That is quickly eliminating two answers.   

Dividing by a larger number smaller, and we know that there is less AF-36 fungus.  Therefore A is 

correct. 

 



 

 



Here is a question that tries to trick us with extra information as well as an answer in case we make the 

careless mistake of answering in meters per Minute instead of Meters per second.  We don’t need to 

worry about Maggie and her iPod at all.  In fact, if we can quickly calculate Glenn’s rate is 200 meters per 

minute and then look at the answers, we know it will be less than 200 in meters per second.  We also 

see the number ‘15’ in answer B, which would be far too easy of an answer.  Therefore, we could be 

confident with A without actually calculating 3000 meters divided by 15 minutes X 60 seconds ≈ 3.3   

 

 

This problem is a grid in and also found in the non-calculator section.  There are a few important 

strategies here.  First, don’t panic!  Knowing that this problem is meant to be done without the aid of 

multiple choice or a calculator means that it cannot be the most difficult math problem on the test.  

Secondly, bite sized pieces for this problem.  Take each piece of information step by step, and in the 

case of a geometry question(squares, pyramids and volume mentioned) with no figure given like this 

one, draw your own figures.  Lastly, beware of quicksand.  Recognize if you are stuck and go to at least 

one but no more than two different problems before you resume. 

 

Can you solve it from the diagram below?  One last point:  The test makers will give you all the 

geometric formulas you will need, like how to find the volume of a pyramid.  However, at Ivy Bridge we 

believe having it memorized and practiced before the test is truly the mastery of the concept and saves 

time from having to flip back to the beginning of a section and studying a diagram. 



 

 

 

Each pyramid has a volume of 13.33, so the answer would be 26.66 or 80/3.   

 

The SAT essay 

The Essay requires you to: 

 • Carefully read a text  



• Understand how an author appeals to a reader’s logic,  emotions, or morals  

• Write a logical analysis of an argument  

• Explain how style choices can affect an author’s persuasiveness 

The Essay does NOT require you to:  

• Give your opinion about a text 

 • Memorize examples from history or literature 

 • Have previous experience with the text 



 



 

Let’s look at two responses to this prompt 



 

Another essay 

 



 

 

What are the differences in the two responses?   

Let’s look in terms of how the SAT would evaluate: 

In terms of the rubric, which phrases from ETS can we apply to each essay from the Reading evaluation? 

How about the Analysis evaluation? 

The Writing? 

 

While we may feel based on length the second one is better, that is not the reason.  Further, we may 

also know it better written.  But we need to be more specific because then we can not only understand 

how to construct our essay, but we see how the testmakers perceive essays.  In other words, the Ivy 

Bridge approach to the essay is the same approach to every other aspect of the test: know the 

fundamentals, know how to answer the question, AND see the exam from the architect’s perspective.  

 


